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turn their eyes aside, will not be practised here with the
same efficacy, though they should happen to be attempted
with the same confidence. I hope that zeal for the pro-
motion of virtue, and that regard to publick happiness,
which has on all occasions distinguished this illustrious as-
sembly, will operate now with uncommon energy, and pre-
vent the approbation of a bill, by which vice is to be made
legal, by which the fences of subordination are to be
thrown down, and all the order of society, and decency of
regular establishments be -obliterated by universal licen-
tiousness, and Ibst in the wild confusions of debauchery;
of debauchery encouraged by law, and promoted for the
support of measures expensive, ridiculous, and unnecessary.
A law of so pernicious a tendency shall, at least, not
pass through this house without opposition; nor shall
drunkenness be established among us without the endea-
vour of one voice, at least, to withhold its progress; for I
now declare that I oppose the commitment of this bill,,and
that I am determined to continue my opposition to it in all
the steps by which the forms of our house make it neces-
sary that it should pass before it can become a law.

Nor do I speak, my lords, on this occasion, with that
distrust and mental hesitation which are both natural
and decent, when questions are dubious, when probability
seems to be almost equally divided, when truth appears to
hover between two parties, and by turns to favour every
speaker; when specious arguments are urged on both
sides, and the number of circumstances to be collected,
and of relations to be adjusted, is so great, that an exact
and indubitable decision is scarcely to be attained by human
reason. I do not, my lords, now speak with the diffidence
of inquiry, or the uncertainty of conjecture, nor imagine
that I am now examining a political expedient, of which
the success can only be perfectly known by experience,
and of which, therefore, no man can absolutely determine,
whether it will be useful or pernicious, or a metaphysical
difficulty, which may be discussed for ever without being
decided.